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A close examination of the role of intelligence in shaping America’s perception of the Vietnam War, looking
closely at the intelligence leadership and decision process.

In 1967, intelligence was called upon to bolster support for the Vietnam War and allowed America’s leaders
to portray a ‘bankrupt’ enemy ready to quit the battlefield. The audacious Tet Offensive of 1968 shattered
this image and although it ended with an American military victory, it is remembered as the juncture when
American support turned against the war. Public opinion on the war was a primary concern for the Johnson
Administration, and US intelligence played a decisive role in providing an overly optimistic view of the
enemy’s demise. As the "bankrupt" enemy attacked with a ferocity and intensity that shocked the American
public, intelligence had set-up the American public for a fall. How, Americans wanted to know, could an
enemy whose numbers had been so decimated now launch such an all-out offensive?

From this examination and an understanding of how the enemy viewed itself, the conclusion is made that
four severe breaches of intelligence etiquette occurred during the period leading up to Tet.

This phenomenon is the ‘Tet effect’ – the loss of credibility when leaders portray a situation based upon
intelligence that is shown to be disingenuous.

This book will be of great interest to students of the Vietnam war, intelligence and strategic studies in
general.
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

The book The Tet Effect: Intelligence and the Public Perception of War (Cass Military Studies) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book The Tet Effect: Intelligence and the Public Perception of War (Cass Military Studies)
being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication The Tet Effect:
Intelligence and the Public Perception of War (Cass Military Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Angela Dickens:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Tet Effect: Intelligence and the Public
Perception of War (Cass Military Studies) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Tet
Effect: Intelligence and the Public Perception of War (Cass Military Studies) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Nancy Sena:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list is The Tet Effect: Intelligence and the Public Perception of
War (Cass Military Studies). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

David Hyman:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Tet Effect: Intelligence and the Public Perception of War (Cass



Military Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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