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The publication of DNA test results showing that Thomas Jefferson was probably the father of one of his
slave Sally Hemings's children has sparked a broad but often superficial debate. The editors of this volume
have assembled some of the most distinguished American historians, including three Pulitzer Prize winners,
and other experts on Jefferson, his times, race, and slavery. Their essays reflect the deeper questions the
relationship between Hemings and Jefferson has raised about American history and national culture.

The DNA tests would not have been conducted had there not already been strong historical evidence for the
possibility of a relationship. As historians from Winthrop D. Jordan to Annette Gordon-Reed have argued,
much more is at stake in this liaison than the mere question of paternity: historians must ask themselves if
they are prepared to accept the full implications of our complicated racial history, a history powerfully
shaped by the institution of slavery and by sex across the color line.

How, for example, does it change our understanding of American history to place Thomas Jefferson in his
social context as a plantation owner who fathered white and black families both? What happens when we
shift our focus from Jefferson and his white family to Sally Hemings and her children? How do we
understand interracial sexual relationships in the early republic and in our own time? Can a renewed
exploration of the contradiction between Jefferson's life as a slaveholder and his libertarian views yield a
clearer understanding of the great political principles he articulated so eloquently and that Americans
cherish? Are there moral or political lessons to be learned from the lives of Thomas Jefferson and Sally
Hemings and the way that historians and the public have attempted to explain their liaison?

Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: History, Memory, and Civic Culture promises an open-ended
discussion on the living legacy of slavery and race relations in our national culture.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading whatever they
get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: History, Memory, and Civic Culture (Jeffersonian
America).

Crystal McMullen:

The particular book Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: History, Memory, and Civic Culture (Jeffersonian
America) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Patricia Rodrigue:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: History,
Memory, and Civic Culture (Jeffersonian America), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brenda Burrows:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Sally Hemings and Thomas
Jefferson: History, Memory, and Civic Culture (Jeffersonian America) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method
for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Sally Hemings
and Thomas Jefferson: History, Memory, and Civic Culture (Jeffersonian America) become your own
personal starter.
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