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Denounced by some as a dangerous cult and lauded by others as a miraculous faith community, the
International Churches of Christ was a conservative evangelical Christian movement that grew rapidly in the
1980s and 1990s.

Among its followers, promises to heal family relationships were central to the group's appeal. Members
credit the church for helping them develop so-called "awesome families"-successful marriages and satisfying
relationships with children, family of origin, and new church "brothers and sisters." The church engaged an
elaborate array of services, including round-the-clock counseling, childcare, and Christian dating networks-
all of which were said to lead to fulfilling relationships and exciting sex lives. Before the unified movement's
demise in 2003-2004, the lure of blissful family-life led more than 100,000 individuals worldwide to be
baptized into the church.

In Awesome Families, Kathleen Jenkins draws on four years of ethnographic research to explain how and
why so many individuals-primarily from middle- to upper-middle-class backgrounds-were attracted to this
religious group that was founded on principles of enforced community, explicit authoritative relationships,
and therapeutic ideals. Weaving classical and contemporary social theory, she argues that members were
commonly attracted to the structure and practice of family relationships advocated by the church, especially
in the context of contemporary society where gender roles and family responsibilities are often ambiguous.

Tracing the rise and fall of this fast-growing religious movement, this timely study adds to our understanding
of modern society and offers insight to the difficulties that revivalist movements have in sustaining growth.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Guyette:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Awesome Families: The Promise of Healing
Relationships in the International Churches of Christ.

Anna Bailey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Awesome Families: The Promise of Healing
Relationships in the International Churches of Christ had been making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Awesome Families: The
Promise of Healing Relationships in the International Churches of Christ is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Awesome Families: The
Promise of Healing Relationships in the International Churches of Christ. You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Mike Edwards:

Exactly why? Because this Awesome Families: The Promise of Healing Relationships in the International
Churches of Christ is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Tim Gonzalez:

This Awesome Families: The Promise of Healing Relationships in the International Churches of Christ is
great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core



information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Awesome Families: The Promise of Healing
Relationships in the International Churches of Christ in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but
this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that will?
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