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Educational reform is a big business in the United States. Parents, educators, and policymakers generally
agree that something must be done to improve schools, but the consensus ends there. The myriad of reform
documents and policy discussions that have appeared over the past decade have not helped to pinpoint
exactly what should be done.

The case for investment in education is an economic one: schooling improves the productivity and earnings
of individuals and promotes stronger economic growth and better functioning of society. Recent trends in
schooling have, however, lessened the value of society's investments as costs have risen dramatically while
student performance has stayed flat or even fallen. The task is to improve performance while controlling
costs.

This book is the culmination of extensive discussions among a panel of economists led by Eric Hanushek.
They conclude that economic considerations have been entirely absent from the development of educational
policies and that economic reality is sorely needed in discussions of new policies. The book outlines an
improvement plan that emphasizes changing incentives in schools and gathering information about effective
approaches. Available research and analysis demonstrates that current central decisionmaking has worked
poorly. Concentrating on inputs such as pupil-teacher ratios or teacher graduate degrees appears quite
inferior to systems that directly reward performance. Nonetheless, since experience with such alternatives is
very limited, a program of extensive evaluation appears to be in order.

Attempts to institute radical change on the basis of currently available information involve substantial risks
of failure. Many people today find proposals such as charter schools, expanded use of merit pay, or
educational vouchers to be appealing. Yet there is little evidence of their effectiveness, and widespread
adoption of these proposals is sure to run into substantial problems of implementation. Instead of choosing
the "right" approach, this book advocates a more systematic approach of experimentation, evaluation, and
change.

In addition to Hanushek, the contributors are Charles S. Benson, University of California, Berkeley; Richard
B. Freeman, Harvard University; Dean T. Jamison, UCLA: Henry M. Levin, Stanford University; Rebecca
A. Maynard, University of Pennsylvania; Richard J. Murnane, Harvard University; Steven G. Rivkin,
Amherst College; Richard H. Sabot, Williams College; Lewis C. Solmon, Milken Institute for Job and
Capital Formation; Anita A. Summers, University of Pennsylvania; Finis Welch, Texas A&M University;
and Barbara L. Wolfe, University of Wisconsin.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Making Schools Work: Improving Performance and Controlling Costs, you may tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Christopher Mueller:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Making Schools Work: Improving Performance and
Controlling Costs can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Making Schools Work: Improving Performance
and Controlling Costs. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

John Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Making Schools Work: Improving Performance and Controlling
Costs was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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