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The ideas of the English philosopher Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) profoundly shaped Victorian thought
regarding evolutionary theory, the philosophy of science, sociology, and politics. In his day, Spencer's works
ranked alongside those of Darwin and Marx in their importance to the development of disciplines as wide-
ranging as sociology, anthropology, political theory, philosophy, and psychology. Yet during his lifetime-and
certainly in the decades that followed-Spencer has been widely misunderstood. Both lauded and disparaged
as the father of Social Darwinism (it was Spencer who coined the phrase "survival of the fittest"), and as an
apologist for individualism and unrestrained capitalism, he was, in fact, none of these; he was instead a
subtle and complex thinker.In his major new intellectual biography of Spencer, Mark Francis uses archival
material and contemporary printed sources to create a fascinating portrait of a man who attempted to explain
modern life in all its biological, psychological, and sociological forms through a unique philosophical and
scientific system that bridged the gap between empiricism and metaphysics. Vastly influential in England
and beyond-particularly the United States and Asia-his philosophy was, as Francis shows, systematic and
rigorous. Despite the success he found in the realm of ideas, Spencer was an unhappy man. Francis reveals
how Spencer felt permanently crippled by the Christian values he had absorbed during childhood, and was
incapable of romantic love, as became clear during his relationship with the novelist George Eliot. Elegantly
written, provocative, and rich in insight, Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life is an exceptional
work of scholarship that not only dispels the misinformation surrounding Spencer but also illuminates the
broader cultural and intellectual history of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Marianne Guzman:

The book Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Herbert Spencer
and the Invention of Modern Life to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a publication Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Aracely Schneider:

This Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life without we realize teach the one who reading
through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Herbert Spencer and the
Invention of Modern Life can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Herbert Spencer and the Invention
of Modern Life having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Adrian Kao:

Here thing why this kind of Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life are different and reputable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar
with Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Herbert Spencer and the Invention
of Modern Life in e-book can be your option.

Gerri Pettit:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern
Life to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the



idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book Herbert Spencer and the Invention of Modern Life can to be your new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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