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This book is about four writers—Sartre, Eluard, Blanchot, and Céline—whose works confront and respond
to the purge of collaborationist intellectuals in postwar France. It investigates how their writing argues for or
against the different positions outlined during the purge and how it reflects or distorts the competing theories
about literature to emerge from the trials.

These writers were themselves involved in the trials to varying degrees: Céline was accused of treason,
though eventually condemned on a lesser charge; Eluard, one of the leading Resistance poets and a
Communist, published in the clandestine Resistance press and devoted a number of his poems to
condemning collaborators; Sartre’s theory of committed literature reiterates the theme of the writer’s
responsibility as presented during the trials; as for Blanchot, if his work never directly comments upon the
purge, its arguments for the autonomy of literature are both a response to Sartre and a commentary on what
Blanchot called the “trial of art.”

In their reactions to the purge, these writers mobilized a number of discourses, ranging from the historical,
economic, and literary to the sexual, medical, and corporeal. To understand their views on the trials, it is
useful to read their texts as allegories of the purge. At one point or another they all speak about the purge
through a series of metaphoric substitutions maintained through an extended narrative—whether this
narrative is a critical essay, a novel, or a collection of poems. The texts also give the reader a code for
reading them allegorically, and this code is the purge archive, whose records, debates, and arguments
reshaped the way writers understood their craft.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Allegories of the Purge: How
Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers and Intellectuals in France is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ralph Humphries:

The actual book Allegories of the Purge: How Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers and
Intellectuals in France will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you.
The book Allegories of the Purge: How Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers and
Intellectuals in France is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Omer Brown:

Allegories of the Purge: How Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers and Intellectuals in
France can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Allegories of the Purge: How Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers
and Intellectuals in France but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Tom Salgado:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Allegories of the Purge: How Literature Responded to the Postwar Trials of Writers and Intellectuals in
France when you necessary it?
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