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We are all familiar with the image of the immensely clever judge who discerns the best rule of common law
for the case at hand. According to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, a judge like this can maneuver
through earlier cases to achieve the desired aim--"distinguishing one prior case on his left, straight-arming
another one on his right, high-stepping away from another precedent about to tackle him from the rear, until
(bravo!) he reaches the goal--good law." But is this common-law mindset, which is appropriate in its place,
suitable also in statutory and constitutional interpretation? In a witty and trenchant essay, Justice Scalia
answers this question with a resounding negative.

In exploring the neglected art of statutory interpretation, Scalia urges that judges resist the temptation to use
legislative intention and legislative history. In his view, it is incompatible with democratic government to
allow the meaning of a statute to be determined by what the judges think the lawgivers meant rather than by
what the legislature actually promulgated. Eschewing the judicial lawmaking that is the essence of common
law, judges should interpret statutes and regulations by focusing on the text itself. Scalia then extends this
principle to constitutional law. He proposes that we abandon the notion of an everchanging Constitution and
pay attention to the Constitution's original meaning. Although not subscribing to the "strict constructionism"
that would prevent applying the Constitution to modern circumstances, Scalia emphatically rejects the idea
that judges can properly "smuggle" in new rights or deny old rights by using the Due Process Clause, for
instance. In fact, such judicial discretion might lead to the destruction of the Bill of Rights if a majority of
the judges ever wished to reach that most undesirable of goals.

This essay is followed by four commentaries by Professors Gordon Wood, Laurence Tribe, Mary Ann
Glendon, and Ronald Dworkin, who engage Justice Scalia's ideas about judicial interpretation from varying
standpoints.
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From reader reviews:

Melba More:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book A Matter of Interpretation was making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The reserve A Matter of Interpretation is not only giving you much more new information but also
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book A Matter of Interpretation. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Kevin Vargas:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The A Matter of Interpretation provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Arthur Freeman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and A Matter of Interpretation or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book
likes A Matter of Interpretation to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Lynn Groff:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra A Matter of Interpretation.
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