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What if the Persians had won at Salamis? What if Christ had not been crucified? What if the Chinese had
harnessed steam power before the West? Disparaged by some as a mere parlor game, counterfactual history
is seen by others as an indispensable historical tool. Taking as their point of inquiry the debate over the
inevitability of the rise of the West, the eminent scholars in Unmaking the West argue that thereis no
escaping counterfactual history. Whenever we make claims of cause and effect, we commit ourselves to the
assumption that if key linksin the causal chain were broken, history would have unfolded otherwise.
Likewise, without counterfactual history we all too easily dlip into the habit of hindsight bias, forgetting, as
soon as we learn what happened, how unpredictable the world looked beforehand, and closing our minds to
all the ways the course might have changed. This collection is thus both an exploration of aternative
scenarios to world history and an exercise in testing the strengths and weaknesses of counterfactual
experiments.

"If ever there was an argument for the usefulness of counterfactual history, this admirable, and admirably
focused, collection has convincingly madeit."
—Robert Cowley, editor of the What 1f?7TM series

"With chapters ranging from politics to war to religion to economics and to science and technology, thisis
the most thematically wide-ranging collection on counterfactuality. An intelligent, cutting-edge study with
important things to say."

—Jonathan C. D. Clark, Department of History, University of Kansas

"Thisvolume islikely to become a standard reference in the literature on historical methodology, and could
have a dramatic impact on the way future generations of historians approach disciplinary inquiry. . . . By
allowing readers to share in the doubts and epiphanies that lead up to the authors' epistemological
revelations, the volume allows readers to grasp the rich potential of approaching their own research from a
counterfactual perspective.”

—Aaron Belkin, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of California, Santa Barbara

Philip E. Tetlock is Mitchell Professor, Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley, and
author of Expert Political Judgment: How Good Is It? How Can We Know?

Richard Ned L ebow is James O. Freedman Presidential Professor of Government at Dartmouth College and
author of The Tragic Vision of Palitics: Ethics, Interests and Orders, winner of the Alexander L. George
Award for the best book in palitical psychology.

Geoffrey Parker is Andreas Dorpalen Professor of History at Ohio State University, a Fellow of the British
Academy, and author of The Military Revolution: Military Innovation and the Rise of the West, 1500-1800,
winner of two book prizes.
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From reader reviews:
Grady Comer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Unmaking the
West: "What-If?" Scenarios That Rewrite World History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Sandra M endoza:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Unmaking the West: "What-1f?" Scenarios
That Rewrite World History is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas Schwan:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Unmaking the West: "What-If?"
Scenarios That Rewrite World History book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

TaraReynolds:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
aswell astheir experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Unmaking the West: "What-If?' Scenarios That Rewrite World History.
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