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The American founders did not endorse a citizen’s right to know. More openness in government, more
frankness in a doctor’s communication with patients, more disclosure in a food manufacturer’s package
labeling, and more public notice of actions that might damage the environment emerged in our own time.

As Michael Schudson shows in The Rise of the Right to Know, modern transparency dates to the 1950s,
1960s, and 1970s?well before the Internet?as reform-oriented politicians, journalists, watchdog groups, and
social movements won new leverage. At the same time, the rapid growth of higher education after 1945,
together with its expansive ethos of inquiry and criticism, fostered both insight and oversight as public
values.

Schudson provides case studies of precedent-setting disclosure practices: the Freedom of Information Act
(1966), reforms of supermarket labeling (1970s), sunshine legislation in the Congress (1970), the
complicated conceptual and legislative origin of the “environmental impact statement,” and newsroom
changes that increased the independence and analytical sophistication of news coverage after 1968. These
changes brought a “right to know” into political life and helped define a new era for representative
democracy?less focus on parties and elections, more pluralism and more players, year-round monitoring of
government, and a blurring line between politics and society, public and private. The rise of openness marks
a new stage in self-government.
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From reader reviews:

Serafina Hayes:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the
Culture of Transparency, 1945-1975. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the Culture of
Transparency, 1945-1975. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Roger Cooper:

This The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the Culture of Transparency, 1945-1975 usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Rise of the Right to
Know: Politics and the Culture of Transparency, 1945-1975 can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics
and the Culture of Transparency, 1945-1975 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Peter Barba:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the Culture of
Transparency, 1945-1975 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Doug Campbell:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. Through the book The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the Culture of Transparency, 1945-
1975 we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Rise of the Right to Know: Politics and the Culture of Transparency,
1945-1975. You can more desirable than now.
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