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From famous legends to embellished truths to outright fabrications, Death by Petticoat debunks myths from
American history in witty, entertaining narratives that shed light on the real truth about the past.

Every day stories from American history that are not true are repeated in museums and classrooms across the
country. Some are outright fabrications; others contain akernel of truth that has been embellished over the
years. Collaborating with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mary Miley Theobald has uncovered the
truth behind many widely repeated myth-understandings in our history in Death by Petticoat including:

* Hat makers really were driven mad. They were poisoned by the mercury used in making hats from furs.
Their symptoms included hallucinations, tremors, and twitching, which looked like insanity to people of the
17th and 18th centuries--and the phrase "mad as a hatter" came about.

* Theideathat portrait painters gave discounts if their subjects posed with one hand inside the vest (so they
didn't have to paint fingers and leading to the saying that something "costs an arm and aleg") is strictly
myth. It isn't likely that Napoleon, King George 111, or George Washington were concerned about getting a
discount from their portrait painters.

Pregnant women secluded themselves indoors, uneven stairs were made to trip up burglars, people bathed

once ayear, women had tiny waists, apprenticeships lasted seven years--Death by Petticoat reveals the truth
about these hysterical historical myth-understandings.
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Holmes:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths
Debunked. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked. Y ou can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. Itis
called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Christopher Hill:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Death by Petticoat: American History Myths
Debunked had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked
isnot only giving you alot more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. Y ou
can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Death by
Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Joseph Russell:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Death by Petticoat:
American History Myths Debunked book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tyler Cote:

Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of usrecommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Death by Petticoat: American
History Myths Debunked but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
new stage of crucia contemplating.
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