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Over the past few decades, many young Japanese women have emerged as Japan’s most enthusiastic
“internationalists,” investing in study or work abroad, or in romance with Western men as opportunities to
circumvent what they consider their country’s oppressive corporate and family structures. Drawing on a rich
supply of autobiographical narratives, as well as literary and cultural texts, Karen Kelsky situates this
phenomenon against a backdrop of profound social change in Japan and within an intricate network of larger
global forces.
In exploring the promises, limitations, and contradictions of these “occidental longings,” Women on the
Verge exposes the racial and erotic politics of transnational mobility. Kelsky shows how female
cosmopolitanism recontextualizes the well-known Western male romance with the Orient: Japanese women
are now the agents, narrating their own desires for the “modern” West in ways that seem to defy Japanese
nationalism as well as long-standing relations of power not only between men and women but between Japan
and the West. While transnational movement is not available to all Japanese women, Kelsky shows that the
desire for the foreign permeates many Japanese women’s lives. She also reveals how this feminine allegiance
to the West—and particularly to white men—can impose its own unanticipated hegemonies of race,
sexuality, and capital.
Combining ethnography and literary analysis, and bridging anthropology and cultural studies, Women on the
Verge will also appeal to students and scholars of Japan studies, feminism, and global culture.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Women on
the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Cheryl Cooley:

The reason? Because this Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Murray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Women on the Verge: Japanese Women,
Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still uncertainty Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

John Schreiber:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know



that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) can make you experience more interested to read.
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