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If the Wright brothers’ 1903 flights in Kitty Hawk marked the birth of aviation, World War I can be called its
violent adolescence—a brief but bloody era that completely changed the way planes were designed,
fabricated, and flown. The war forged an industry that would redefine transportation and warfare for future
generations. In First to Fly, lauded historian Charles Bracelen Flood tells the story of the men who were at
the forefront of that revolution: the daredevil Americans of the Lafayette Escadrille, who flew in French
planes, wore French uniforms, and showed the world an American brand of heroism before the United States
entered the Great War.

As citizens of a neutral nation from 1914 to early 1917, Americans were prohibited from serving in a foreign
army, but many brave young souls soon made their way into European battle zones: as ambulance drivers,
nurses, and more dangerously, as soldiers in the French Foreign Legion. It was partly from the ranks of the
latter group, and with the sponsorship of an expat American surgeon and a Vanderbilt, that the Lafayette
Escadrille was formed in 1916 as the first and only all-American squadron in the French Air Service. Flying
rudimentary planes, against one-in-three odds of being killed, these fearless young men gathered
reconnaissance and shot down enemy aircraft, participated in the Battle of Verdun and faced off with the Red
Baron, dueling across the war-torn skies like modern knights on horseback.

Drawing on rarely seen primary sources, Flood chronicles the startling success of that intrepid band, and
gives a compelling look at the rise of aviation and a new era of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the
American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette
Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

William Pak:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this First to Fly: The
Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I book because
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Lena Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book First to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American
Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Peter Landon:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book First
to Fly: The Story of the Lafayette Escadrille, the American Heroes Who Flew For France in World War I.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from



one spot to other place.
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