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With the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade in 1808, many African Americans began calling for "a day
of publick thanksgiving" to commemorate this important step toward freedom. During the ensuing century,
black leaders built on this foundation and constructed a distinctive and vibrant tradition through their
celebrations of the end of slavery in New York State, the British West Indies, and eventually the United
States as a whole. In this revealing study, Mitch Kachun explores the multiple functions and contested
meanings surrounding African American emancipation celebrations from the abolition of the slave trade to
the fiftieth anniversary of U.S. emancipation.

Excluded from July Fourth and other American nationalist rituals for most of this period, black activists used
these festivals of freedom to encourage community building and race uplift. Kachun demonstrates that, even
as these annual rituals helped define African Americans as a people by fostering a sense of shared history,
heritage, and identity, they were also sites of ambiguity and conflict. Freedom celebrations served as
occasions for debate over black representations in the public sphere, struggles for group leadership, and
contests over collective memory and its meaning.

Based on extensive research in African American newspapers and oration texts, this book retraces a vital if
often overlooked tradition in African American political culture and addresses important issues about black
participation in the public sphere. By illuminating the origins of black Americans' public commemorations, it
also helps explain why there have been increasing calls in recent years to make the "Juneteenth" observance
of emancipation an American?not just an African American?day of commemoration.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Festivals of
Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cecil Atkins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations,
1808-1915, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a reserve.

Debra Capone:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to your account is Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation
Celebrations, 1808-1915 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why
this book acceptable all of you.

Carolyn Hoar:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American
Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If



you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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