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Suspensions of Perception is a major historical study of human attention and its volatile role in modern
Western culture. It argues that the ways in which we intently look at or listen to anything result from crucial
changes in the nature of perception that can be traced back to the second half of the nineteenth century.

Focusing on the period from about 1880 to 1905, Jonathan Crary examines the connections between the
modernization of subjectivity and the dramatic expansion and industrialization of visual/auditory culture. At
the core of his project is the paradoxical nature of modern attention, which was both a fundamental condition
of individual freedom, creativity, and experience and a central element in the efficient functioning of
economic and disciplinary institutions as well as the emerging spaces of mass consumption and spectacle.

Crary approaches these issues through multiple analyses of single works by three key modernist painters --
Manet, Seurat, and Cezanne -- who each engaged in a singular confrontation with the disruptions, vacancies,
and rifts within a perceptual field. Each in his own way discovered that sustained attentiveness, rather than
fixing or securing the world, led to perceptual disintegration and loss of presence, and each used this
discovery as the basis for a reinvention of representational practices.

Suspensions of Perception decisively relocates the problem of aesthetic contemplation within a broader
collective encounter with the unstable nature of perception -- in psychology, philosophy, neurology, early
cinema, and photography. In doing so, it provides a historical framework for understanding the current social
crisis of attention amid the accelerating metamorphoses of our contemporary technological culture.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Wilson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and
Modern Culture (October Books). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important any book Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern
Culture (October Books). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Robbins:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Andrew Joy:

This Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October
Books) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Mark Authement:

Beside this particular Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) because this book offers to you personally readable



information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!
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