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Are the Japanese facel ess clones who march in lockstep to the drums beaten by big business and the
bureaucrats of MITI, Japan’s miracle-working ministry of international trade and industry? Can Japanese
workers, and by extrapolation their entire society, be characterized by deference to authority, devotion to
group solidarity, and management by consensus? In We Were Burning, investigative journalist Bob
Johnstone demolishes this misleading stereotype by introducing usto a new and very different kind of
Japanese worker-a dynamic, iconoclastic, risk-taking entrepreneur.Johnstone has tracked down Japan’s
invisible entrepreneurs and persuaded them to tell their stories. He presents here a wealth of new material,
including interviews with key players past and present, which lifts the veil that has hitherto obscured the
entrepreneurial nature of Japanese companies like Canon, Casio, Seiko, Sharp, and Y amaha.Japanese
entrepreneurs, working in the consumer electronics industry during the 1960s and 70s, took unheralded
American inventions such as microchip cameras, liquid crystal displays, semiconductor lasers, and sound
chips to create products that have become indispensable, including digital calculators and watches,
synthesizers, camcorders, and compact disc players. Johnstone follows a dozen micro-electronic
technologies from the U.S. labs where they originated to their eventual appearance in the form of Japanese
products, shedding new light on the transnational nature of twentieth-century innovation, and on why
technol ogies take root and flourish in some places and not in others.At this time of Asian financial crisis and
the bursting of Japan’s bubble economy, many are tempted to dismiss Japan’ s future as an economic power.
We Were Burning serves as atimely warning that to write off Japan—and its invisible entrepreneurs—would
be abig mistake.
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From reader reviews:
Johnna Chapin:

Here thing why this We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging Of The Electronic Age are
different and trusted to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of

it which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging
Of The Electronic Age giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no publication that similar with We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The
Forging Of The Electronic Age. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere likein park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging
Of The Electronic Age in e-book can be your alternate.

Christine Hughes:

This We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging Of The Electronic Ageis great book for
you because the content which isfull of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging Of The Electronic
Ageinyour hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book aready do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Corinne Schlegel:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs And The Forging Of The Electronic Age
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

William K ozak:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This We Were Burning: Japanese Entrepreneurs
And The Forging Of The Electronic Age can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and



so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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