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Scholars of Gregory of Nyssa have long acknowledged the centrality of faith in his theory of divine union.
To date, however, there has been no sustained examination of this key topic. The present study fills this gap
and elucidates important auxiliary themes that accrue to Gregory's notion of faith as a faculty of apophatic
union with God. The result adjusts how we understand the Cappadocian's apophaticism in general and his
so-called mysticism of darkness in particular.
After a general discussion of the increasing value of faith in late Neoplatonism and an overview of important
work done on Gregorian faith, this study moves on to sketch a portrait of the mind and its dynamic, varying
cognitive states and how these respond to the divine pedagogy of scripture, baptism, and the presence of
God. With this portrait of the mind as a backdrop we see how Gregory values faith for its ability to unite
with God, who remains beyond the comprehending grasp of mind. A close examination of the relationship
between faith and mind shows Gregory bestowing on faith qualities which Plotinus would have granted only
to the "crest of the wave of intellect."
While Gregorian faith serves as the faculty of apophatic union with God, faith yet gives something to mind.
This dimension of Gregory's apophaticism has gone largely unnoticed by scholars. At the apex of an
apophatic ascent faith unites with God the Word; by virtue of this union the believer takes on the qualities of
the Word, who speaks (logophasis) in the deeds and discourse of the believer. Finally this study redresses
how Gregory has been identified with a "mysticism of darkness" and argues that he proposes no less a
"mysticism of light."
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

With other case, little folks like to read book Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge,
and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of
Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies). You can add information
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith:
Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open
or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Terry Grissom:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Gregory of Nyssa
and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge, and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) book as
nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ebony Thornton:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Gregory of Nyssa and the Grasp of Faith: Union, Knowledge,
and Divine Presence (Oxford Early Christian Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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