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In 1953, six-year-old Bobby Greenlease, the son of a wealthy Kansas City automobile dealer and his wife,
was kidnapped from his Roman Catholic elementary school by a woman named Bonnie Heady, a well-
scrubbed prostitute who was posing as one of his distant aunts. Her accomplice, Carl Austin Hall, a former
playboy who had run through his inheritance and was just out of the Missouri State Penitentiary, was waiting
in the getaway car with a gun, a length of rope and a plastic tarp. The two grifters thought they had a plan
that would put them on the road to Easy Street; but, actually, they were on a fast-track to the gas chamber.
Shortly after they snatched the little boy, the two demanded a ransom of $600,000.00 from the Greenlease
family and it was paid; but, Bobby was already dead, shot in the head by Hall and buried in a flower garden
behind the couple's house, exactly where his body was found by police shortly thereafter. The Greenlease
ransom was the highest ransom ever paid in the US to that date and the case held the US transfixed in the
same way the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby had done decades earlier. In a bone-chilling account of
kidnapping, murder and the dogged pursuit of a child's killers, John Heidenry crafts a haunting narrative that
involves mob boss Joe Costello, a cast of unsavory grifters, hardboiled detectives and a room at the
legendary, but now razed, Coral Court Motel on Route 66. Heady and Hall were apprehended quickly,
convicted and executed in a rare double execution in the State of Missouri's gas chamber on a cold December
night not long before Christmas. By that time, little Bobby Greenlease was stone cold in his grave and a
fickle America had turned back to its Post-War boom. However, one question has never been solved: as Hall
was being pursued around Kansas City and St. Louis, half of the ransom was lost and never recovered. Did it
end up with the mob via Joe Costello? To this day, no one knows and dead mob bosses tell no tales. In a
book that brings to mind films like "Chinatown" and "Double Indemnity", John Heidenry has written a
compelling work that blends true crime and American history to take a close look at one of the United States'
most notorious murders.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Christensen:

The book Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby
Greenlease being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Edwin Dulac:

The book Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Zero
at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder
of Bobby Greenlease has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Loretta Manson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Zero at the Bone: The Playboy,
the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Thomas Obrien:

This Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease is brand-new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Zero at the Bone: The Playboy, the Prostitute, and the Murder of Bobby Greenlease can be the



light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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