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Should you watch public television without pledging?...Exceed the posted speed limit?...Hop a subway
turnstile without paying? These questions illustrate the so-called "prisoner's dilemma, " a social puzzle that
we all face every day. Though the answers may seem simple, their profound implications make the prisoner's
dilemma one of the great unifying concepts of science, an ideathat has influenced leaders across the political
spectrum and informed our views of conflicts ranging from the Cuban missile crisis to the Persian Gulf War.
Watching players bluff in a poker game inspired John von Neumann--father of the modern computer and one
of the sharpest minds of the century--to construct game theory, a mathematical study of conflict and
deception. Game theory was readily embraced at the RAND Corporation, the archetypical think tank charged
with formulating military strategy for the atomic age, and in 1950 two RAND scientists made a momentous
discovery. Caled the "prisoner's dilemma, " it is a disturbing and mind-bending game where two or more
people may betray the common good for individual gain. Introduced shortly after the Soviet Union acquired
the atomic bomb, the prisoner's dilemma quickly became a popular alegory of the nuclear arms race.
Intellectuals such as von Neumann and Bertrand Russell joined military and political leadersin rallying to
the "preventive war" movement, which advocated a nuclear first strike against the Soviet Union. Though the
Truman administration rejected preventive war the United States entered into an arms race with the Soviets
and game theory developed into a controversial tool of public policy--aternately accused of justifying arms
races and touted as th only hope of preventing them. A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner's
Dilemma weaves together a biography of the brilliant and tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of
the cold war, and an investigation of game theory's far-reaching influence on public policy t
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Thompson:

Prisoner's Dilemma can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word
into delight arrangement in writing Prisoner's Dilemma although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

ErnestoHarrdll:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this al time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. Prisoner's Dilemma can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra
time problems.

Leona Hicks:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Prisoner's Dilemma offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Rachdl Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individua has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Prisoner's Dilemma.
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