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American Musicians, Whitney Balliett's long-awaited "big book," contains a wealth of jazz profiles he has
written for The New Yorker during the past twenty-seven years. He gives us, in this spectacular volume, his
famous early portraits of Pee Wee Russell, Red Allen, Earl Hines, and Mary Lou Williams, written in their
brilliant twilight years; his reconstructions of the lives of such legends as Sidney Bechet, Coleman Hawkins,
Jack Teagarden, Zoot Sims, and Sidney Catlett; his brief but indelible glimpses into the daily (or nocturnal)
lives of Duke Ellington and Charles Mingus; and his vivid depictions of such on-the-scene masters as Jim
Hall, Ornette Coleman, Stéphane Grappelli, Elvin Jones, Art Farmer, the Modern Jazz Quartet, and Tommy
Flanagan. He also includes his thoughts on such lesser known but invaluable players as Art Hodes, Jabbo
Smith, Joe Wilder, Warne Marsh, Gene Bertoncini, and Joe Bushkin.
American Musicians is at once a history of jazz, a biographical encyclopedia of many of its most important
performers, and a model of American prose.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

The book American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book American Musicians: 56
Portraits in Jazz? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book American Musicians:
56 Portraits in Jazz has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Melissa Sanders:

Here thing why this specific American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with American Musicians:
56 Portraits in Jazz. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz in e-
book can be your option.

Greg Little:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

John Thornton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Musicians: 56 Portraits in
Jazz book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation American Musicians: 56
Portraits in Jazz as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can
break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth



sense.
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