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During the Middle Ages, the Western world translated the incredible Arabic scientific corpus and imported it
into Western culture: Arabic philosophy, optics, and physics, as well as alchemy, astrology, and talismanic
magic. The line between the scientific and the magical was blurred. According to popular lore, magicians of
the Middle Ages were trained in the art of magic in 'magician schools' located in various metropolitan areas,
such as Naples, Athens, and Toledo. It was common knowledge that magic was learned and that cities had
schools designed to teach the dark arts. The Spanish city of Toledo, for example, was so renowned for its
magic training schools that 'the art of Toledo' was synonymous with 'the art of magic.' Until Benedek Lang's
work on Unlocked Books, little had been known about the place of magic outside these major cities. A
principal aim of Unlocked Books is to situate the role of central Europe as a center for the study of magic.
Lang helps chart for us how the thinkers of that day clerics, courtiers, and university masters included in
their libraries not only scientific and religious treatises but also texts related to the field of learned magic.
These texts were all enlisted to solve life's questions, whether they related to the outcome of an illness or the
meaning of lines on one's palm. Texts summoned angels or transmitted the recipe for a magic potion. Lang
gathers magical texts that could have been used by practitioners in late fifteenth-century central Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

The book Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned Magic in the Medieval Libraries of Central Europe
(Magic in History) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along
with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned Magic
in the Medieval Libraries of Central Europe (Magic in History) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned
Magic in the Medieval Libraries of Central Europe (Magic in History). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Roxanne Jimenez:

This book untitled Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned Magic in the Medieval Libraries of Central
Europe (Magic in History) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this guide from your list.

Michelle Saunders:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned
Magic in the Medieval Libraries of Central Europe (Magic in History) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Charles Collier:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Unlocked Books: Manuscripts of Learned Magic in the Medieval Libraries of
Central Europe (Magic in History) when you essential it?
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