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The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropologist Roxana Waterson that has become a
classic in its field. It is first book of its kind to present a detailed picture of houses within the complex social
and symbolic fabric of indigenous South-East Asian peoples.

The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links between architectural forms across
the region, it reveals a much wider field of inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures
extending as far afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islands to New Zealand and Hawaii. As it
probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian social systems, The Living House
reveals new insights into the kinship systems, gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples
who build them, ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force and life
processes inherent in all of these cultures.

A vivid picture is produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape people—how rules about
layout and spatial usage impact social relationships. The book concludes with a consideration of present-day
changes affecting the fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region. This book will be
of tremendous interest to architects and historians, and anyone interested in the indigenous art and cultures of
South-East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia.
Try to make book The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia as your good
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Jess Cooke:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about something
that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this The Living House: An
Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia.

Muriel Carpenter:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in
South-East Asia can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Doug Martin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Living House: An Anthropology of
Architecture in South-East Asia publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Living
House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still



needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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