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The untold story behind a revolution in American comedy.

Labor Day, 1969. Two recent college graduates move to New York to edit a new magazine called The
National Lampoon. Over the next decade, Henry Beard and Doug Kenney, along with a loose amalgamation
of fellow satirists including Michael O’Donoghue and P. J. O’Rourke, popularized a smart, caustic, ironic
brand of humor that has become the dominant voice of American comedy.

Ranging from sophisticated political satire to broad raunchy jokes, the National Lampoon introduced
iconoclasm to the mainstream, selling millions of copies to an audience both large and devoted. Its
excursions into live shows, records, and radio helped shape the anarchic earthiness of John Belushi, the
suave slapstick of Chevy Chase, and the deadpan wit of Bill Murray, and brought them together with other
talents such as Harold Ramis, Christopher Guest, and Gilda Radner. A new generation of humorists emerged
from the crucible of the Lampoon to help create Saturday Night Live and the influential film Animal House,
among many other notable comedy landmarks.

Journalist Ellin Stein, an observer of the scene since the early 1970s, draws on a wealth of revealing,
firsthand interviews with the architects and impresarios of this comedy explosion to offer crucial insight into
a cultural transformation that still echoes today. Brimming with insider stories and set against the roiling
political and cultural landscape of the 1970s, That’s Not Funny, That’s Sick goes behind the jokes to witness
the fights, the parties, the collaborations?and the competition?among this fraternity of the self-consciously
disenchanted. Decades later, their brand of subversive humor that provokes, offends, and often illuminates is
as relevant and necessary as ever.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

This book untitled That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who
Captured the Mainstream to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this publication from your list.

James Stover:

Typically the book That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who
Captured the Mainstream will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The
book That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured the
Mainstream is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Tara Wilson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured the
Mainstream your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The That's Not
Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured the Mainstream
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Yvonne Webb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The
National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured the Mainstream.
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