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In the wake of Kristallnacht, November 9, 1938, Sigmund Tobias and his parents fled their home in
Germany and relocated to one of the few cities in the world that offered shelter without requiring a visa: the
notorious pleasure capital, Shanghai. Seventeen thousand Jewish refugees flocked to Hongkew, a section of
Shanghai ruled by the Japanese, and they created an active community that continued to exist through the
end of the war.

Tobias's coming-of-age story unfolds within his descriptions of Jewish life in the exotic sanctuary of
Shanghai. Depleted by disease and hunger, constantly struggling with primitive and crowded conditions, the
refugees faced shortages of food, clothing, and medicine. Tobias also observes the underlife of Shanghai: the
prostitution and black market profiteering, the brutal lives of the Chinese workers, the tensions between
Chinese and Japanese during the war, and the paralyzing inflation and the approach of the communist
"liberators" afterward.

Richly detailed, Strange Haven opens a little-documented chapter of the Holocaust and provides a
fascinating glimpse of life for these foreigners in a foreign land. An epilogue describes the changes Tobias
observed when he returned to Shanghai forty years later as a visiting professor.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Simpson:

The e-book untitled Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shanghai is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime
Shanghai from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Miguel Ross:

Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shanghai can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Strange Haven: A
Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shanghai yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Joseph Vargas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shanghai provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Kurt Bohnert:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is actually Strange Haven: A Jewish Childhood in Wartime Shanghai. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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