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The word motreb finds its roots in the Arabic verb taraba, meaning ‘to make happy.’ Originally denoting all
musicians in Iran, motrebi came to be associated, pejoratively, with the cheerful vulgarity of the lowbrow
entertainer.

In Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment, GJ Breyley and Sasan Fatemi examine the historically
overlooked motrebi milieu, with its marginalized characters, from luti to gardan koloft and mashti, as well as
the tenacity of motreb who continued their careers against all odds. They then turn to losanjelesi, the most
pervasive form of Iranian popular music that developed as motrebi declined, and related musical forms in
Iran and its diasporic popular cultural centre, Los Angeles. For the first time in English, the book makes
available musical transcriptions, analysis and lyrics that illustrate the complexities of this history. As it
presents the findings of the authors’ years of ethnographic work with the history’s protagonists, from senior
motreb to pop-rock stars, the book reveals parallels between the decline of motrebi and the rise of
‘modernity.’ In the twentieth century, the fate of Tehran’s motrebi music was shaped by the social and urban
polarization that ensued from the modern market economy, and losanjelesi would be similarly affected by
transnational relations, revolution, war and migration.

Through its detailed and informed examination of Iranian popular music, this study reveals much about the
values and anxieties of Iranian society, and is a valuable resource for students and scholars of Iranian society
and history.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Varga:

Here thing why that Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Iranian Music and Popular
Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Iranian Music and
Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies) in e-
book can be your option.

Lenora Dryer:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond
(Iranian Studies), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Josefina Roundtree:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and Beyond (Iranian Studies).

Irving Dorn:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know



everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Iranian Music and Popular Entertainment: From Motrebi to Losanjelesi and
Beyond (Iranian Studies) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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