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The Donner Party is almost inextricably linked with cannibalism. In truth, we know remarkably little about
what actually happened to the starving travelers stranded in the Sierra Nevada in the winter of 1846–47.
Combining the approaches of history, ethnohistory, archaeology, bioarchaeology, and social anthropology,
this innovative look at the Donner Party’s experience at the Alder Creek Camp offers insights into many
long-unsolved mysteries.
 
Centered on archaeological investigations in the summers of 2003 and 2004 near Truckee, California, the
book includes detailed analyses of artifacts and bones that suggest what life was like in this survival camp.
Microscopic investigations of tiny bone fragments reveal butchery scars and microstructure that illuminate
what the Donner families may have eaten before the final days of desperation, how they prepared what
served as food, and whether they actually butchered and ate their deceased companions. The contributors
reassess old data with new analytic techniques and, by examining both physical evidence and oral testimony
from observers and survivors, add new dimensions to the historical narrative.
 
The authors’ integration of a variety of approaches—including narratives of the Washoe Indians who
observed the Donner Party—destroys some myths, deconstructs much of the folklore about the stranded
party, and demonstrates that novel approaches can shed new light on events we thought we understood.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Patton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder
Creek Camp book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer associated with An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder
Creek Camp content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking An
Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder Creek Camp is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Gloria Taylor:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder Creek Camp
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

John Parish:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring
the Donner Party’s Alder Creek Camp guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty An
Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder Creek Camp as good book not simply by
the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Ruth Vazquez:

This An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder Creek Camp is completely new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having



small amount of digest in reading this An Archaeology of Desperation: Exploring the Donner Party’s Alder
Creek Camp can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life along with knowledge.
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