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"A fascinating look at some fascinating people who show how democracy advances hand in hand with crime
in Japan."--Mario Puzo

In this unorthodox chronicle of the rise of Japan, Inc., Robert Whiting, author of You Gotta Have Wa, gives
us a fresh perspective on the economic miracle and near disaster that is modern Japan.

Through the eyes of Nick Zappetti, a former GI, former black marketer, failed professional wrestler,
bungling diamond thief who turned himself into "the Mafia boss of Tokyo and the king of Rappongi," we
meet the players and the losers in the high-stakes game of postwar finance, politics, and criminal corruption
in which he thrived. Here's the story of the Imperial Hotel diamond robbers, who attempted (and may have
accomplished) the biggest heist in Tokyo's history. Here is Rikidozan, the professional wrestler who almost
single-handedly revived Japanese pride, but whose own ethnicity had to be kept secret. And here is the story
of the intimate relationships shared by Japan's ruling party, its financial combines, its ruthless criminal
gangs, the CIA, American Big Business, and perhaps at least one presidential relative. Here is the underside
of postwar Japan, which is only now coming to light.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Tokyo
Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Peter Burnett:

The book Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in
Japan? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Tokyo Underworld:
The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Josette Roscoe:

The particular book Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Mary Moore:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tokyo Underworld: The Fast Times and
Hard Life of an American Gangster in Japan can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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