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“Fascinating . . . one of history’s most important poisons?and most important murders.” ?Debor ah
Blum, author of The Poisoner’s Handbook

In thefirst half of the nineteenth century, an epidemic swept Europe: arsenic poisoning. Available at any
corner shop for afew pence, arsenic was so frequently used by potential beneficiaries of willsthat it was
nicknamed “the inheritor’s powder.” But it was difficult to prove that a victim had been poisoned, let alone
to identify the contaminated food or drink since arsenic was tasteless.

Then came ariveting case. On the morning of Saturday, November 2, 1833, the Bodle household sat down to
their morning breakfast. That evening, the local doctor John Butler received an urgent summons: the family
and their servants had collapsed and were serioudly ill. Three days later, after lingering in agony, wealthy
George Bodle died in his bed at his farmhouse in Plumstead, leaving behind severa heirs, including a son
and grandson?both of whom were not on the best of terms with the family patriarch.

The investigation, which gained international attention, brought together a colorful cast of characters.
bickering relatives; a drunken, bumbling policeman; and James Marsh, an unknown but brilliant chemist
who, assigned the Bodle case, attempted to create atest that could accurately pinpoint the presence of
arsenic. In doing so, however, he would cause as many problems as he solved. Were innocent men and
women now going to the gallows? And would George Bodl€' s killer be found?

Incisive and wryly entertaining, science writer Sandra Hempel bringsto life a gripping story of domestic
infighting, wayward police behavior, adice of Victorian history, stories of poisonings, and an unforgettable
foray into the origins of forensic science.

6 illustrations
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From reader reviews:
Trisha Sherman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking serioudy which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and
the New Forensic Science as your daily resource information.

Justin Moore;

The book with title The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Bonnie Lugo:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science.

Terrie Anderson:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a book
you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science offer
you anew experience in reading through a book.
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