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A rare discovery, A Mysterious Life and Calling is the autobiography of Charlotte Levy Riley, who was born
into dlavery but after emancipation achieved afulfilling career as a preacher in the South Carolina
Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, schoolteacher, and civil servant. Although several

ni neteenth-century accounts by black preaching women in the northern states are known, thisisthe first
memoir by a black woman preaching in the South, both before and after the Civil War, to be discovered.

Born in 1839, Charlotte Riley recounts her unusual experiences growing up as ayoung slave girl in
Charleston under the protection of her parents and the dominion of her wealthy owners. She was taught to
read, write, and sew, despite laws forbidding black literacy, and while still aslave married a free black
architect. Raised a Presbyterian, she writesin her memoir of her conversion at age fourteen to the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) church, embracing its ecstatic worship and led by her own spiritua visions.
After the war, she separated permanently from her husband, who objected to her call to preach, and despite
poor health pursued a career into the early twentieth century as alicensed minister of the AME church, a
powerful preacher at multiracial revivals, and a school teacher and principal. She contributed to the civic
development of South Carolinain the post-Reconstruction eraand early twentieth century, including
appointment in 1885 as postmistress of Lincolnville, an all-black incorporated town in South Carolina. She
published her autobiography around 1902.

Crystal J. Lucky discovered Riley’ s forgotten book in the archives of the Stokes Library at the
historically black Wilberforce University in Ohio. She provides an introduction and notes to the narrative,
explaining Riley’ s references to contemporaries, events, society, and religious practice throughout her
childhood and the turbulent years of the Civil War and Reconstruction. Lucky also places A Mysterious Life
and Calling in the context of other spiritual autobiographies and slave narratives.
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From reader reviews:
Alfred Zoeller:

The book A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make looking at abook A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery
to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) to be your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read aguide A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery
to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this publication?

Lenore Cortez:

This A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of A Mysterious
Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) without
we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry A
Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Mysterious Life and Calling: From
Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alex Miller:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The A Mysterious Life
and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) iskind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

David Peacock:

This A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studiesin
Autobiography) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason



why of this A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies
in Autobiography) can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such asrich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it
and enjoy reading.
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