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With nearly sixty percent of Americans initially against a pre-emptive war without sanction from the United
Nations, and even higher anti-war numbers in most other nations of the world, the 2003 war against Iraq
quickly became an enormous public relations challenge for the George W. Bush administration. The subject
of Weapons of Mass Persuasion is a war in which American patriotism became so mired in commercial
jingoism that the demarcations between entertainment and political conduct disappeared completely.

In this engaging and disturbing book, Paul Rutherford shows how the marketing campaign for the war
against Iraq was constructed and carried out. He argues that not only was the campaign a new chapter in the
presentation of real-time war as pop culture, but that its deeper implications have now come to constitute part
of the history of modern democracy. Situating the war against Iraq within an existing tradition of war as
narrative, spectacle, and, more broadly, commodity, Rutherford offers a brief overview of the history of civic
advertising and propaganda, then examines in detail the different dimensions of three weeks of war presented
to North Americans as it became a branded conflict, processed and cleansed to appeal to the well-established
tastes of veteran consumers of popular culture.

Including incisive analyses of visual material - speeches, editorial cartoons, and media political commentary,
but particularly news reports of such sound bite events as the bombing of Baghdad, the toppling of the
Hussein statue, and the rescue of captured soldier Private Jessica Lynch - as well as extensive polling data
from around the world and interviews with the actual consumers of war, Weapons of Mass Persuasion
chronicles the making of a Hollywood war: fast-paced and heroic, pitting the forces of good against the
forces of evil to achieve a triumphant, sanitized, and commodified outcome. Not since Naomi Klein's No
Logo have the gods of marketing and the art of commercialism been so thoroughly disrobed.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Weapons of
Mass Persuasion: Marketing the War Against Iraq (Heritage) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing the
War Against Iraq (Heritage)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Heather Sessoms:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing the War Against Iraq (Heritage).

Herman Hernandez:

Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing the War Against Iraq (Heritage) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing the War Against Iraq (Heritage) however doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Deon Henderson:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing
the War Against Iraq (Heritage) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book
and examine it. Beside that the publication Weapons of Mass Persuasion: Marketing the War Against Iraq
(Heritage) can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of that time.
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