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Few statesmen in history have inspired the imagination of generations of Germans more than the founder of
the Kaiserreich, Otto von Bismarck. The archetype of charismatic leadership, the Iron Chancellor maintained
his pre-eminent position in the pantheon of Germany's political iconography for much of the twentieth
century.Based on a large selection of primary sources, this book provides an insightful analysis of the
Bismarck myth's profound impact on Germany's political culture. In particular, it investigates the ways in
which that myth was used to undermine parliamentary democracy in Germany after the Great War, paving
the way for its replacement by authoritarian rule under an allegedly 'Bismarckian' charismatic leader, Adolf
Hitler. As one of the most powerful weapons of nationalist agitation against the Weimar Republic, the
Bismarck myth was never contested. The nationalists' ideologically charged interpretation of Bismarck as the
father of the German nation-state and model for future political decision-making clashed with rivalling - and
thoroughly critical - democratic and communist perceptions of the Iron Chancellor. The quarrel over
Bismarck's legacy demonstrates how the clash of ideologies, particularly between 1918 and 1933, resulted in
a highly political fight for the 'correct' and universal interpretation of the German past. Essential reading for
anyone interested in modern German history, this book sheds new light on the Weimar Republic's struggle
for survival and the reasons for its failure.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the
Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Linda Caron:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Bismarck Myth: Weimar
Germany and the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the Iron
Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Manuel Pina:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of the
Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the
Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Joseph Wilds:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and the Legacy of
the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you



enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Bismarck Myth: Weimar Germany and
the Legacy of the Iron Chancellor (Oxford Historical Monographs) can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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