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Some Americans claim we should exclude Christian values from the public square. On the contrary, argues
philosopher Jacques Maritain, good Christians make good citizens.

They live by gospel values: honesty, integrity, and compassion. They obey the law. They resist the
selfishness that unbelief and materialism breed. And they subordinate their own interests to the common
good.

No wonder, says Maritain, that American democracy — which arose from a Christian people — has served
so well and lasted so long.

Here Maritain shows that in a society unleavened by religious ideals, an enduring democracy can never take
root. And once a religious people abandons its faith, even the greatest democracy must wither and die.
Untethered from transcendent values, democracy becomes little more than a struggle to be won by the most
powerful and the ruthless.

The hour is late. Too long have we stood by while politicians promise never to let their religious beliefs
influence their political judgments. Too long has a false understanding of democracy cowed us into laying
aside our Christian values when we vote.

As Maritain demonstrates in these lucid pages, Christians are vital to democracy. Good Christians make
good citizens, and good citizens make strong democracies. If America and her ideals are to endure, says
Maritain, Christians and their values must not be excluded from public discourse, but eagerly welcomed into
it.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?

Alberto Redden:

The book Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book
Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A
Jacques Maritain Reader has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Darryl Payton:

The reason? Because this Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Tammy Clark:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain
Reader was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many



ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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