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This book explores the impact of African American culture on modernist poetic language by placing black
literature and culture at the center of an inquiry into the genealogy of avant-garde poetics. Geoffrey Jacques
looks at how blackface minstrelsy, ragtime, vernacular languages, advertising copy, Freud's idea of the
Uncanny, vaudeville, the cliché, and Tin Pan Alley–style song all influenced modernist poetry. In a key
insight, Jacques points out that the black urban community in the United States did not live in ghettos during
the years before World War I, but in smaller enclaves spread out among the general population. This
circumstance helped catalyze African American culture's dramatic and surprising impact on the emergent
avant-garde. By using a wide range of theoretical tools, Jacques poses new questions about literary, cultural,
and social history, the history and structure of modernist poetic language, canon formation, and the history of
criticism.This contribution to the ongoing debate over early twentieth-century culture presents modernism as
an interracial, cross-cultural project, arguing for a new appreciation of the central role black culture played
within it. Writers and artists whose works are discussed include Marianne Moore, Charles Chesnutt, Jean
Toomer, Wallace Stevens, James A. Bland, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Gertrude Stein, Bert Williams, Zora
Neale Hurston, Samuel Beckett, W. C. Handy, Hart Crane, and Clement Greenberg.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

This A Change in the Weather: Modernist Imagination, African American Imaginary book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific A Change in the Weather: Modernist
Imagination, African American Imaginary without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A Change in the Weather: Modernist Imagination,
African American Imaginary can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Change in the
Weather: Modernist Imagination, African American Imaginary having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Valerie Wright:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the A Change in the Weather: Modernist
Imagination, African American Imaginary is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Coleman Jones:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this A Change in the Weather: Modernist Imagination, African American Imaginary can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Beatrice Rogers:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book A Change in the Weather: Modernist Imagination, African
American Imaginary to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and



mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book A Change in the Weather: Modernist Imagination, African
American Imaginary can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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