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In a lucid, brilliant work of nonfiction -- as close to an autobiography as his readers are likely to get -- Larry
McMurtry has written a family portrait that also serves as a larger portrait of Texas itself, as it was, and as it
has become.

Using as a springboard an essay by the German literary critic Walter Benjamin that he first read in Archer
City's Dairy Queen, McMurtry examines the small-town way of life that big oil and big ranching have nearly
destroyed. He praises the virtues of everything from a lime Dr Pepper and the lost art of oral storytelling to
the perfect piece of pie, and describes the brutal effect of the sheer vastness and emptiness of the Texas
landscape on Texans, the decline of the cowboy, the significance of small-town rodeos (and rodeo queens),
the reality and the myth of the frontier.

McMurtry writes frankly and with deep feeling about his own experiences as a writer, a parent, a heart
patient, and he deftly lays bare the raw material that helped shape his life's work: the creation of a vast,
ambitious, fictional panorama of Texas in the past and the present. And throughout, McMurtry leaves his
readers with constant reminders of his all-encompassing boundless love of literature and books -- for nobody
has captured better the romance of the book trade, in which McMurtry has famously found an equally
ambitious second career, gradually transforming his native Archer City into a town of books, like Britain's
Hay-on-Wye.

Full of anecdotes, pithy humor, historical insights, and wry nostalgia, this elegiac and strangely touching
cominc work is at once a literary and autobiographical tour de force about growing up, growing famous, and
growing older.
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From reader reviews:

David Dugas:

This book untitled Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen: Reflections at Sixty and Beyond to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Laverne Jackson:

The actual book Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen: Reflections at Sixty and Beyond has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Amanda Bell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen:
Reflections at Sixty and Beyond guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Walter
Benjamin at the Dairy Queen: Reflections at Sixty and Beyond as good book not merely by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lorri Nicholson:

The book untitled Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen: Reflections at Sixty and Beyond contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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