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" Standing on the bare ground, — my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, — all
mean egotism vanishes. | become atransparent eye-ball; | am nothing; | see all; the currents of the Universal
Being circulate through me; | am part or particle of God." — Ralph Waldo Emerson

"A living dog is better than a dead lion. Shall a man go and hang himself because he belongs to the race of
pygmies, and not be the biggest pygmy that he can? Let every one mind his own business, and endeavor to
be what he was made. Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed and in such desperate
enterprises? If aman does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away." — Henry David
Thoreau

In the mid-19th century, Romantic literature was still in full bloom across the West, but some American
authors began producing literature that, while still Romantic, was unique enough to be considered a different
genre. This new genre, Transcendentalism, focused on the spirituality of the self and nature, not rejecting
religion outright but concentrating on pragmatism and the importance of individuals as the spiritual center of
the cosmos. I1n addition to drawing upon the Age of Enlightenment, Transcendentalist authors also utilized
the philosophy of Plato, who taught that self-fulfillment through attaining knowledge should be an
individua’s ultimate goal.

The leader of Transcendentalism, and the man who ushered the movement’ s practices and literature, was
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1802-1883), one of America s most famous writers and speakers. Emerson initiated
Transcendentalism with the publishing of his essay Nature in 1836, which espoused the virtues of nature and
the interconnectedness of al life in nature. With his focus on the environment and natural history, Emerson
became the first major American writer whose work was not influenced in any way by European literature.
Emerson established group meetings, gave a series of lectures, and helped produce a Transcendentalist
publication in the 1840s, which included his famous essay Self-Reliance. As Emerson’s movement and
stature grew, he befriended other authors, including Henry David Thoreau, who became his greatest protégé.
As a protégé of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Thoreau took the values of the movement to heart and was
particularly interested in the interconnection between man and nature, writing in Walden, “Most of the
luxuries and many of the so-called comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to
the elevation of mankind." That famous work was Thoreau’ s account of his experience living for two years
inasmall cabinin aforest along the shore of Walden Pond in Concord, Massachusetts.

In 1846, Thoreau was arrested for failing to pay taxes, which was based on his opposition to slavery and
other ways the government spent taxpayers money. After being freed, he gave alecture about the roles of
governments and individualsin society, which eventually became the famous essay “ Civil Disobedience.”
Thoreau' s message of civil disobedience has resonated more than any of his other Transcendentalist values,
and it had a profound influence on the philosophy and nonviolent protests of activists like Mahatma Gandhi
and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau looks at the lives and works of both men, examining their



ideology and the Transcendentalist movement.
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From reader reviews:
Gail Boutwell:

This Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism book is
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism without we know teach the one who examining it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David
Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism can bring when you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism having
excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mark McKinney:

This book untitled Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing
Transcendentalism to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book store or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Douglas Brownlee:

This Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing Transcendentalism is brand
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and Practicing
Transcendentalism can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes | mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them fedl tired even dizzy this publicationis
the answer. So thereis not any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with
knowledge.

Roman Morris:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you haveto do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the booksin the



top collection in your reading list is actually Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry David Thoreau: Preaching and
Practicing Transcendentalism. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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