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Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as John
Fowles points out, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black mind."
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

The reserve with title Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and Translations : Texts, No 3) (French
Edition) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carrie Mathis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and Translations : Texts, No 3) (French Edition) your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and
Translations : Texts, No 3) (French Edition) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Lori Gonzales:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts
and Translations : Texts, No 3) (French Edition) is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Christopher Scoville:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and
Translations : Texts, No 3) (French Edition) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Ourika: The Original French Text (Texts and Translations : Texts, No 3) (French Edition)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading that.
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