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February 21, 1848, the House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.: Congressman John Quincy Adams,
rising to speak, suddenly collapses at his desk; two days later, he dies in the Speaker's chamber. The public
mourning that followed, writes Paul C. Nagel, "exceeded anything previously seenin America." Forgotten
was hisfailed presidency and his often cold demeanor. It was the memory of an extraordinary human being--
onewho in hislast years had fought heroically for the right of petition and against awar to expand davery--
that drew a grateful people to salute his coffin in the Capitol and to stand by the railroad tracks as his bier
was transported from Washington to Boston. Nagel probes deeply into the psyche of this cantankerous,
misanthropic, erudite, hardworking son of aformer president whose remarkable career spanned many
offices: minister to Holland, Russia, and England, U.S. senator, secretary of state, president of the United
States (1825-1829), and, finally, U.S. representative (the only ex-president to serve in the House). On the
basis of athorough study of Adams seventy-year diary, among a host of other documents, the author gives
us aricher account than we have yet had of JQA's life--his passionate marriage to Louisa Johnson, his
personal tragedies (two sons lost to alcoholism), his brilliant diplomacy, his recurring depression, his
exasperating behavior--and shows us why, in the end, only Abraham Lincoln's death evoked a greater
outpouring of national sorrow in nineteenth-century America. We come to see how much Adams disliked
politics and hoped for more from life than high office; how he sought distinction in literary and scientific
endeavors, and drew his greatest pleasure from being a poet, critic, trandator, essayist, botanist, and
professor of oratory at Harvard; how tension between the public and private Adams vexed hislife; and how
his frustrations kept him masked and aloof (and unpopular). Nagel's great achievement, in thisfirst
biography of Americas sixth president in a quarter century, isfinally to portray Adamsin all histalent and
complexity.
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From reader reviews:
Marvin Gamez;

This book untitled John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your reguirements to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Burke:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving John Quincy Adams: A Public
Life, A Private Life that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world agreat deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life become
your own personal starter.

Elaine M oore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A Private Life was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book John Quincy Adams: A Public Life, A
Private Life has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading which.

Catherine Néelson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is John Quincy Adams:
A Public Life, A Private Life.
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