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In the midst of the Great Depression, the Federal Writer’s Project assigned field workers to interview ex-
slaves. More than 2,000 former slaves contributed their personal accounts and opinions, and their oral
histories were deposited in the Library of Congress.

The former slaves describe the clothes they wore, the food they ate, the houses they lived in, the type of work
they did, and the treatment they received. They tell their impressions of Yankee soldiers, the Klan, their
masters, and their newfound freedom.

Because the interviews were conducted during the Great Depression, some of the narratives provide insights
that are at times surprising. These interviews have preserved a valuable source of information about the
institution of slavery in the United States and the effect it had on the people involved.

“One day Grandpappy sassed Miss Polly White, and she told him that if he didn’t behave hisself that she
would put him in her pocket. Grandpappy was a big man, and I ask him how Miss Polly could do that. He
said she meant that she would sell him, then put the money in her pocket. He never did sass Miss Polly no
more.”
—Sarah Debro

“Slavery was a bad thing, and freedom, of the kind we got, with nothing to live on, was bad. Two snakes full
of poison. One lying with his head pointing north, the other with his head pointing south. Their names was
slavery and freedom. The snake called slavery lay with his head pointed south, and the snake called freedom
lay with his head pointed north. Both bit the nigger, and they was both bad.”
—Patsy Mitchner

These eloquent words come from former slaves themselves—an important but long-neglected source of
information about the institution of slavery in the United States. Who could better describe what slavery was
like than the people who experienced it? And describe it they did, in thousands of remarkable interviews
sponsored by the Federal Writers’ Project during the 1930s.

The words quoted above represent only two of the more than 2,000 slave narratives that are now housed in
the Library of Congress. More than 170 interviews were conducted in North Carolina. Belinda Hurmence
pored over each of the North Carolina narratives, compiling and editing 21 of the first-person accounts for
this collection.

These narratives, though artless in many ways, speak compellingly of the joys and sorrows, the hopes and
dreams, of the countless people who endured human bondage in the land of the free.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

With other case, little folks like to read book My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal
Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book My Folks Don't Want Me To
Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History). You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's study.

Colleen Key:

The book My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina
(Real Voices, Real History) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal
Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About
Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Charles Hager:

The book untitled My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North
Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Adam McGrath:

This My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery: Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina
(Real Voices, Real History) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know



or else you who still having little digest in reading this My Folks Don't Want Me To Talk About Slavery:
Personal Accounts of Slavery in North Carolina (Real Voices, Real History) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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