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"I got my first job working in a toy store when I was 41 years old." So begins sociologist Christine
Williams's description of her stint as a low-wage worker at two national toy store chains: one upscale shop
and one big box outlet. In this provocative, perceptive, and lively book, studded with rich observations from
the shop floor, Williams chronicles her experiences as a cashier, salesperson, and stocker and provides
broad-ranging, often startling, insights into the social impact of shopping for toys. Taking a new look at what
selling and buying for kids are all about, she illuminates the politics of how we shop, exposes the realities of
low-wage retail work, and discovers how class, race, and gender manifest and reproduce themselves in our
shopping-mall culture.

Despite their differences, Williams finds that both toy stores perpetuate social inequality in a variety of ways.
She observes that workers are often assigned to different tasks and functions on the basis of gender and race;
that racial dynamics between black staff and white customers can play out in complex and intense ways; that
unions can't protect workers from harassment from supervisors or demeaning customers even in the upscale
toy store. And she discovers how lessons that adults teach to children about shopping can legitimize
economic and social hierarchies. In the end, however, Inside Toyland is not an anticonsumer diatribe.
Williams discusses specific changes in labor law and in the organization of the retail industry that can better
promote social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Coggins:

The book Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Hattie Leclair:

The particular book Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and
Social Inequality is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gladys Myers:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social
Inequality as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Danica Johnson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality when you required it?
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