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Elizabeth Faue traces the transformation of the American labor movement from community forms of
solidarity to bureaucratic unionism. Arguing that gender is central to understanding this shift, Faue explores
women's involvement in labor and political organizations and the role of gender and family ideology in
shaping unionism in the twentieth century. Her study of Minneapolis, the site of the important 1934 trucking
strike, has broad implications for labor history as a whole.

Initially the labor movement rooted itself in community organizations and networks in which women were
active, both as members and as leaders. This community orientation reclaimed family, relief, and education
as political ground for a labor movement seeking to re-establish itself after the losses of the 1920s. But as the
depression deepened, women -- perceived as threats to men seeking work -- lost their places in union
leadership, in working-class culture, and on labor's political agenda. When unions exchanged a community
orientation for a focus on the workplace and on national politics, they lost the power to recruit and involve
women members, even after World War II prompted large numbers of women to enter the work force.

In a pathbreaking analysis, Faue explores how the iconography and language of labor reflected ideas about
gender. The depiction of work and the worker as male; the reliance on sport, military, and familial metaphors
for solidarity; and the ideas of women's place -- these all reinforced the representation of labor solidarity as
masculine during a time of increasing female participation in the labor force. Although the language of labor
as male was not new in the depression, the crisis of wage-earning -- as a crisis of masculinity -- helped to
give psychological power to male dominance in the labor culture. By the end of the war, women no longer
occupied a central position in organized labor but a peripheral one.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

The ability that you get from Community of Suffering and Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor Movement
in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American Culture) could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Community of Suffering and Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor Movement in
Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American Culture) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Community of Suffering and Struggle:
Women, Men, and the Labor Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American Culture)
instantly.

Nathanael Ma:

This Community of Suffering and Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-
1945 (Gender and American Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Community of Suffering and Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor
Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American Culture) can be one of the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Community of Suffering and
Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American
Culture) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Laura McCallum:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again,
what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will
certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within
spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is Community of Suffering and Struggle: Women,
Men, and the Labor Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American Culture).

Molly Salazar:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that



usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Community of Suffering and
Struggle: Women, Men, and the Labor Movement in Minneapolis, 1915-1945 (Gender and American
Culture), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.
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