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Discover the untamed paganism of the Vikings and the Germanic tribes prior to the complete
Christianization of Europe

• Explores the different forms of magic practiced by these tribes, including runic magic, necromancy (death
magic), soul-travel, and shape-shifting

• Examines their rites of passage and initiation rituals and their most important gods, such as Odin, Loki, and
Thor

• Looks at barbarian magic in historical accounts, church and assembly records, and mythology as well as an
eyewitness report from a 10th-century Muslim diplomat

• Reveals the use and abuse of this tradition’s myths and magic by the Nazis

Before the conversion of Europe to Christianity in the Middle Ages, Germanic tribes roamed the continent,
plundering villages and waging battles to seek the favor of Odin, their god of war, ecstasy, and magic.
Centuries later, predatory Viking raiders from Scandinavia carried on similar traditions. These wild
“barbarians” had a system of social classes and familial clans with complex spiritual customs, from rites of
passage for birth, death, and adulthood to black magic practices and shamanic ecstatic states, such as the
infamous “berserker’s rage.”

Chronicling the original pagan tradition of free and wild Europe--and the use and abuse of its myths and
magic by the Nazis--Hans-Peter Hasenfratz offers a concise history of the Germanic tribes of Europe and
their spiritual, magical, and occult beliefs. Looking at historical accounts, church and assembly records,
mythology, and folktales from Germany, Russia, Scandinavia, and Iceland as well as an eyewitness report of
Viking customs and rituals from a 10th-century Muslim diplomat, Hasenfratz explores the different forms of
magic--including charms, runic magic, necromancy, love magic, soul-travel, and shamanic shape-shifting--
practiced by the Teutonic tribes and examines their interactions with and eventual adaptation to Christianity.
Providing in-depth information on their social class and clan structure, rites of passage, and their most
important gods and goddesses, such as Odin, Loki, Thor, and Freyja, Hasenfratz reveals how it is only
through understanding our magical barbarian roots that we can see the remnants of their language, culture,
and dynamic spirit that have carried through to modern times. 
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From reader reviews:

Heather Reader:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World of the Vikings
and the Germanic Tribes, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Jonathan Ouzts:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Barbarian Rites: The
Spiritual World of the Vikings and the Germanic Tribes that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World
of the Vikings and the Germanic Tribes become your own personal starter.

Ralph Scott:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World of the
Vikings and the Germanic Tribes publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World of the Vikings and the Germanic Tribes as good book not just by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Todd Apperson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World of the Vikings and the Germanic Tribes we
can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at



this time book Barbarian Rites: The Spiritual World of the Vikings and the Germanic Tribes. You can more
attractive than now.
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