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He claimed to be “the plainest kind of fellow you can find. Thereisn't asingle thing I’ ve done, or
experienced,” said Grant Wood, “that’ s been even the least bit exciting.”

Wood was one of America’ s most famous regionalist painters; to love his work was the equivalent of loving
Americaitself. In histime, he was an “amost mythical figure,” recognized most supremely for his hard-
boiled farm scene, American Gothic, a painting that has come to reflect the essence of America straditional
values—a simple, decent, homespun tribute to our lost agrarian age.

In this major new biography of America’s most acclaimed, and misunderstood, regionalist painter, Grant
Wood isreveaed to have been anything but plain, or smple. ..

R. Tripp Evans reveals the true complexity of the man and the image Wood so carefully constructed of
himself. Grant Wood called himself a farmer-painter but farming held little interest for him. He appeared to
be a self-taught painter with his scenes of farmlands, farm workers, and folklore but he was classically
trained, a sophisticated artist who had studied the Old Masters and Flemish art as well asimpressionism. He
lived a bohemian life and painted in Paris and Munich in the 1920s, fleeing what H. L. Mencken referred to
as “the booboisie” of small-town America

We see Wood as an artist haunted and inspired by the images of childhood; by the complex relationship with
hisfather (stern, pious, the “manliest of men”); with his sister and his bel oved mother (Wood shared his
studio and sleeping quarters with his mother until her death at seventy-seven; he was forty-four).

We see Wood' s homosexuality and how his studied masculinity was a ruse that shaped his work.

HereisWood's life and work explored more deeply and insightfully than ever before. Drawing on letters, the
artist’ s unfinished autobiography, his sister’ s writings, and many never-before-seen documents, Evans's
book is adimensional portrait of a deeply complicated artist who became a“National Symbol.” Itisaswell a
portrait of the American art scene at atime when America’ s Calvinistic spirit and provincialism saw Europe
as decadent and artists were divided between red-blooded patriotic men and “ hothouse aesthetes.”

Thomas Hart Benton said of Grant Wood: “When this new Americalooks back for landmarks to help gauge

its forward footsteps, it will find a monument standing up in the midst of the wreckage . . . This monument
will be made out of Grant Wood' s works.”
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From reader reviews:
Jess Bolan:

The feeling that you get from Grant Wood: A Life will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Grant Wood: A Life giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point
in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide iswell-
known enough. Thiskind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular Grant Wood: A Lifeinstantly.

Sheldon Downs;

The particular book Grant Wood: A Life has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Dena Jacobs:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading critically. Any students fedl that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case.
Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Grant Wood: A Life can make you experience more interested to read.

Stephen Redmond:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Grant Wood: A Life when you needed it?
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