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Troublemaker. Sinner. Rebel. Pagan. Jew. Heretic. Infidel. These were among the most common terms early
Christian writers used to characterize Abraham's slave and concubine Hagar. Mentioned only briefly in the
Old Testament, the lowly maidservant was conventionally cast as a villainess, reflecting the patriarchal
biases and prejudices of the bible and its interpreters. Paul's allegorical reading of Hagar in Galatians
4—Hagar as a kind of enemy of the Christian Church—assured her ignominy. Hagar's tale is among the
more disturbing, complex accounts of a female figure in the Old Testament, a tragic tale of servitude and
heir-making surrogacy, followed by expulsion and exile. Sellin looks at Dutch painting to recover Hagar's
reputation. Hagar was a major preoccupation in the seventeenth-century Dutch Golden Age, as the many
versions of her story in literature and art demonstrate. She is treated with an unprecedented degree of
sympathy, mercy, and dignity. The Dutch transformed the outcast into a symbol of redemption and a model
of maternity. Hagar's story was interpreted as a didactic domestic drama, touching on topics such as family
break-ups, extramarital sex, rivalry between women over men, sibling rivalry, and struggles between
husbands and wives and masters and servants. Hagar's story fired the imagination because it offered Dutch
artists the equivalent of a modern soap opera. But it also revealed what mattered most to the Dutch and
perhaps lay at the heart of the fledgling Republic's success and survival. This included the primacy of the
family, an emphasis on domestic well being, and the maintenance of ideal civic order. The paintings reflect
that the Dutch developed a tenderness, understanding, and compassion for Hagar that the world had never
seen before. Exile in scripture, cast off by Paul, Hagar found refuge among the burghers of the Dutch
Republic and given pride of place on the walls of their homes. >
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Fractured Families and
Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature. All type of book
would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joseph Jenkins:

Often the book Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century
Dutch Art and Literature has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

John Lien:

Why? Because this Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century
Dutch Art and Literature is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Brenda Wright:

Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and
Literature can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical
Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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