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After twenty consecutive losing seasons for the Pittsburgh Pirates, team morale was low, the club's payroll
ranked near the bottom of the sport, game attendance was down, and the city was becoming increasingly
disenchanted with its team. Pittsburghers joked their town was the city of champions…and the Pirates. Big
Data Baseball is the story of how the 2013 Pirates, mired in the longest losing streak in North American pro
sports history, adopted drastic big-data strategies to end the drought, make the playoffs, and turn around the
franchise's fortunes.

Award-winning journalist Travis Sawchik takes you behind the scenes to expertly weave together the stories
of the key figures who changed the way the small-market Pirates played the game. For manager Clint Hurdle
and the front office staff to save their jobs, they could not rely on a free agent spending spree, instead they
had to improve the sum of their parts and find hidden value. They had to change. From Hurdle shedding his
old-school ways to work closely with Neal Huntington, the forward-thinking data-driven GM and his team of
talented analysts; to pitchers like A. J. Burnett and Gerrit Cole changing what and where they threw; to
Russell Martin, the undervalued catcher whose expert use of the nearly-invisible skill of pitch framing
helped the team's pitchers turn more balls into strikes; to Clint Barmes, a solid shortstop and one of the early
adopters of the unconventional on-field shift which forced the entire infield to realign into positions they
never stood in before. Under Hurdle's leadership, a culture of collaboration and creativity flourished as he
successfully blended whiz kid analysts with graybeard coaches?a kind of symbiotic teamwork which was
unique to the sport.

Big Data Baseball is Moneyball on steroids. It is an entertaining and enlightening underdog story that uses
the 2013 Pirates season as the perfect lens to examine the sport's burgeoning big-data movement. With the
help of data-tracking systems like PitchF/X and TrackMan, the Pirates collected millions of data points on
every pitch and ball in play to create a tome of color-coded reports that revealed groundbreaking insights for
how to win more games without spending a dime. In the process, they discovered that most batters struggled
to hit two-seam fastballs, that an aggressive defensive shift on the field could turn more batted balls into
outs, and that a catcher's most valuable skill was hidden. All these data points which aren't immediately
visible to players and spectators, are the bit of magic that led the Pirates to spin straw in to gold, finish the
2013 season in second place, end a twenty-year losing streak.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love Big Data Baseball: Math, Miracles, and the End of a 20-
Year Losing Streak, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Thomas Barreto:

Big Data Baseball: Math, Miracles, and the End of a 20-Year Losing Streak can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Big Data Baseball: Math, Miracles, and the End of a 20-Year Losing Streak but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Debra Sudduth:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Big Data Baseball: Math, Miracles, and the End of a 20-Year Losing Streak can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jesica Simon:

You can find this Big Data Baseball: Math, Miracles, and the End of a 20-Year Losing Streak by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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