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A Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Book for 2011
As he was composing what was to become his most enduring and popular book, E. B. White was obeying
that oft-repeated maxim: "Write what you know." Helpless pigs, silly geese, clever spiders, greedy rats-
White knew all of these characters in the barns and stables where he spent his favorite hours. Painfully shy
his entire life, "this boy," White once wrote of himself, "felt for animals a kinship he never felt for people."
It's all the more impressive, therefore, how many people have felt a kinship with E. B. White. With
Charlotte's Web, which has gone on to sell more than 45 million copies, the man William Shawn called "the
most companionable of writers" lodged his own character, the avuncular author, into the hearts of
generations of readers.
In The Story of Charlotte's Web, Michael Sims shows how White solved what critic Clifton Fadiman once
called "the standing problem of the juvenile-fantasy writer: how to find, not another Alice, but another rabbit
hole" by mining the raw ore of his childhood friendship with animals in Mount Vernon, New York.
translating his own passions and contradictions, delights and fears, into an al-time classic. Blending White's
correspondence with the likes of Ursula Nordstrom, James Thurber, and Harold Ross, the E. B. White papers
at Cornell, and the archives of HarperCollins and the New Yorker into his own elegant narrative, Sims brings
to life the shy boy whose animal stories--real and imaginery--made him famous around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hurd:

The book The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in Nature and the Birth of an American
Classic can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave a good thing like a book The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in
Nature and the Birth of an American Classic? A number of you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in Nature and the Birth of an
American Classic has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Tony Valdez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in
Nature and the Birth of an American Classic it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Jerold Niemi:

This The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in Nature and the Birth of an American
Classic is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in
Nature and the Birth of an American Classic can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Phillip Elliott:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book



method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric
Life in Nature and the Birth of an American Classic can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have The Story of Charlotte's Web: E. B. White's Eccentric Life in Nature and the Birth
of an American Classic.
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