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Do you hear the siren song of the sea? Prepare for your dream voyage--by finding your perfect sailboat. It's
not as hard as you think . . . when you have a master naval architect at your side.

In this one-of-a-kind book, leading boat designer Roger Marshall walks you through the process of choosing
the perfect boat for your sailing lifestyle. Along the way, you will acquire a deep understanding of the many
factors that go into a boat's performance, comfort, and seaworthiness, and learn how to choose among them
to meet your requirements and preferences.

Marshall takes you step-by-step as he conceives and develops five prototype sailboats with widely varying
design objectives: a Weekender, a Cruiser, a Voyager, a Single-Hander, and a Cruiser/Racer. The 200
illustrations "take you aboard," showing you clearly how the choices and compromises of boat design are
made and what they mean to performance.

You'll learn about the features that make for a good cruising sailboat, from the basic choices (inshore or
offshore), weekend or long-term cruising, occasional racing or nonracing) all the way to the finer points of
hull shape and sail plan. And you'll gain a solid understanding of your sailboat-to-be: what it will do . . .
what it won't do . . . and why. Seakindliness, performance, handling characteristics of different rigs, comfort
on passages or weekends--it's all here, in clear language.

Beyond the basics, you will learn how to judge any sailboat, new or used, including

How to pick the best keel shape for your sailing area●

What the subtle and not-so-subtle signs of comfort are●

What makes a cockpit pleasant and functional●

When a pilothouse makes sense, and when it doesn't●

How to estimate the total cost of buying a boat (not the cost the salesperson gives you)●

Why some boats sail better under almost all conditions than other boats, and why that may not be important●

Plus, you'll learn how to determine in advance how much blood, toil, tears, and sweat your dream boat will
cost you in maintenance (so small thing).

Best of all, you'll find Marshall's 12-page comparison table of production sailboats from all over the world,
packed with information about 130 boats--length, beam, draft, displacement, ballast, sail area, fuel and water
capacities, performance ratios, capsize and comfort ratios, and more, all tabulated for convenient and
revealing comparisons.

With this book's help, you will board your own "ideal" vessel, satisfied that you're familiar with your boat
from the masthead down and certain that it will bring you years of sailing pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Snyder:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Complete Guide to Choosing a Cruising
Sailboat is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Morgan Lytle:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Complete Guide to Choosing
a Cruising Sailboat that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick The Complete Guide to Choosing a Cruising Sailboat become your personal starter.

Michelle Han:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is The Complete Guide to Choosing a Cruising Sailboat this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Marian Carson:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Complete Guide to Choosing a
Cruising Sailboat can make you feel more interested to read.
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