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When are people willing to sacrifice for the common good? What are the benefits of friendship? How do
communities deal with betrayal? And what are the costs and benefits of being in a diverse community? Using
the life histories of more than forty thousand Civil War soldiers, Dora Costa and Matthew Kahn answer these
questions and uncover the vivid stories, social influences, and crucial networks that influenced soldiers' lives
both during and after the war.

Drawing information from government documents, soldiers' journals, and one of the most extensive research
projects about Union Army soldiers ever undertaken, Heroes and Cowards demonstrates the role that social
capital plays in people's decisions. The makeup of various companies--whether soldiers were of the same
ethnicity, age, and occupation--influenced whether soldiers remained loyal or whether they deserted. Costa
and Kahn discuss how the soldiers benefited from friendships, what social factors allowed some to survive
the POW camps while others died, and how punishments meted out for breaking codes of conduct affected
men after the war. The book also examines the experience of African-American soldiers and makes
important observations about how their comrades shaped their lives.

Heroes and Cowards highlights the inherent tensions between the costs and benefits of community diversity,
shedding light on how groups and societies behave and providing valuable lessons for the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Beals:

The book Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Heroes
and Cowards: The Social Face of War? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Theresa Adams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Heroes and
Cowards: The Social Face of War suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Often the book untitled Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of Waris the main of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Aaron Covington:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of
War, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Kathryn Bowen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Heroes and Cowards:
The Social Face of War which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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