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In this investigative tour de force, Victor I. Stoichita untangles the history of one of the most enduring
technical and symbolic challenges to beset Western artists – the depiction and meanings of shadows. The
representation of shadow, and especially of cast shadow, is as old as art itself, for according to classical
writers art was born when the outline of a human shadow thrown onto a wall was first traced out in order to
capture it in the form of a silhouette.

But the history of the shadow is properly the history of light versus dark, for in addition to indicating relief
and volume or the times of day, shadows can intimate subtler interior realities – from states of mind to the
state of the soul. According to J. C. Lavater in the 18th century, for example, it was the shadow of the face,
not the face itself, that was the soul’s reflection. More recently Andy Warhol, in his Shadows canvases, and
Joseph Beuys have in turn explored the idea of the shadow as the hyper-realized revelation of utter human
emptiness and as the self’s awesomely powerful Doppelgänger.

Stoichita’s compelling account of the shadow and Western art, which draws on texts by Renaissance artist-
authors like Vasari and Cennini, folk tales, fairy tales and classical myths, works by van Eyck, Poussin,
Malevich, De Chirico, Picasso and other masters, German Expressionist cinema, photography and child
psychology, is a wholly original incursion into a subject that for centuries has challenged the very meaning
of art as representation.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

The book A Short History of the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book A Short History of the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book A Short History of the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Albert Christensen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title A Short History of
the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this
era. Often the book untitled A Short History of the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture)is one of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world within this book.

Alice Walker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Short History of the Shadow (Essays in Art and Culture) why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Paul Herbert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need
to understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
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